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OjaiOs Ninth Annual Film Fest announces
opening night film
Charlie Chaplin’s classic “City Lights”
gets free community screening

Ninth Annual Ojai Film Festival spools out its programs Novemb@®6&vith more than 50 independent
submitted & invied films, lifetime achievement honor ceremonies, and seminars to fill in theldgur
event. Hosting sponsor for the festival is the premiere AAAdileenond awardvinning resort, the Ojai
Valley Inn & Spa. Ojai has become a viable path for filmmalerd their work to get noticed.
Hollywood producer, Peter Guber said of the Ojai FF at the podium of the Toronto Film Festival last
year, OOjai is the next Telluride!O That festival (which just concluded its O08 edition) is like Ojai, a four
day event focsed on films one would not otherwise see in the mainstream, but are definitely of a very
high caliber. Artistic Director, Steve Grumette, whkias one of the founders of thestival in 2000 said,
OThere are so many more films being made since the aufwvdigital technology, and in the past eight
years, the festival has sent over a dozen films on to win the highest honors in the industry, including
Academy Award nominations and Oscars.O

Opening this yearOs festival with the traditional free communidgrsiag, Grumette has chosen Charlie
ChaplinO€ity Lights to be screened under the stars on the recreation field at the Ojai Valley Inn & Spa.
Grumette chose the film to open the festival because of the huge positive response when ChaplinOs
Modern Times was screened with live orchestral accompaniment earlier this year at the Ojai Music
Festival. ®he film has a new digitally recorded soundtrack performed by the Prague Philharmonic
Orchestra that will knock your socks off,0 said Grumette. @Rug ghts was recently declared one of



the top ten greatest love stories of all time by the American Film Institute. And IOm betting most people
have never seen this film on the big screen, and almost surely not with this incredible music. It will be a
triumphant opening night under the stars.O

Executive Director, Maureen OMoO McFadden said, OAlthough the population of Ojai is just a little shy of
9,000 those residents and businesses have supported the festival and films heartily and have given the
festival itOs base for these nine years. That baseline of support along with GrumetteOs ability to really
pick the good ones has made Ojai FF a contender in the film festival circuit and itOs really exciting. |
canOt wait to see the list of films to be screensdyéar.O (List will be released October 6, one month
before the fest openspdditionally, this yearOs edition is taking an expanded focus as a regional festival
serving all of Ventura and Santa Barbara Counties as well as a destination festival dardrav
worldwide.

The dazzling Lifetime Achievement Honorees already in plaémericaOs sfi author, Ray Bradbury

gets feted on Saturday, while the highly acclaimed directing/producing team of Lauren Shuler Donner and
Richard Donner will be honorechd-riday evening. The Donners have asked to sdieérhawke and
Bradbury asked to scre@e Wonderful Ice Cream Suit, the latter having a limited theatrical release. The
special screenings will take place at 3:15 p.m. On Friday & Saturday at theaVatillHS auditorium.
Screenings will have a 30 minute Q&A following with the honorees. Then at 7:30 p.m. on the respective
nights, the Lifetime Achievement Ceremony & Reception to honor the Donners and Ray Bradbury will
take place at the Ojai Valley Irfa SpaOs Hacienda Ballroom. The Closing Night Party on Saturday will
convene around 10 p.m., just after the Bradbury evening has finished.

On Sunday, the awards will be presented to the filmmakers whose films have captured the jury and the
audience ovethe four days. Jury members this year are: Narrative Shorts and Features: Catherine Ann
Jones, Geraldine Kennon and Mark Solomon. Documentary Shorts and Features: Rex Weiner, James
Becket, Robert Wise. Animated films: Cathy KareCrowther.

Ojai in Chumash means OValley of the Moon,O or OThe Nest,0 and whatever meaning you find speaks to
you, this film festival has begun to really prove itself and is one you should not MiiBsPackages

which include Ojai Film Festival Passes with stays at ttelfiin Ojai and Ventura are one sale nol at
www.ojaifilmfestival.com  Follow this link to the Ojai Valley Inn & Spa,
https://reservations.synxis.com/LBE/rez.aspx?Hotel=11703&Chain=5402&group=0BF0ghis link to the

Crowne Plazahttp://cpventura.com/packages.htinl Ventura. Both hotels have packages with reduced

rates for the weekend. Hottest addition to this yearOs festival is the Celebrity Golf Classic headed up by
local Ojai resident and welinown actor, Malcolm McDowell.Please log on to the website to get all the

latest information or call (805) 641047.
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